
Overview
As of March 7th, governors in 40 states have given a State 
of the State speech or address to the legislature, with 
three more still scheduled. Many governors once again 
began their speech by highlighting progress in their state, 
including strong job growth, lower unemployment rates, 
continued balanced budgets, higher rainy day fund levels, 
tax reductions, pension reforms, government restructuring, 
and record high investments in elementary and secondary 
education. However, a number of governors this year 
also discussed serious fiscal challenges facing their state, 
including revenue shortfalls brought on by the decline in oil 
and natural gas prices, and long-term structural imbalances.

Many of the themes in this year’s speeches were similar to 
the last several years. Once again, governors prioritized 
elementary and secondary education and called for further 
investments in areas such as pre-K and full-day kindergarten. 
This year also saw a number of governors call for increased 
teacher pay, while others advocated for increased funds for 
charter schools, and some suggested changing the state’s 
education funding formula. In the area of higher education, 
many governors called for tuition growth limits, increased 
degree attainment, additional scholarship funds, and efforts 
to help relieve student loan debt. Similar to last year, a 
number of speeches discussed the poor state of infrastructure 
including crumbling roads and deficient bridges and called 
for additional investments. Healthcare costs were a point 
of emphasis in many addresses, although they were not the 
primary focus in most speeches. Several governors called for 
some form of Medicaid expansion in their state, while others 
advocated for modernizing their Medicaid system. Finally, 
governors again stressed the need to create jobs, grow the 
economy, provide an opportunity for all to succeed, and 

adjust to the changing world. Specific recommendations 
focused on items such as increased funding for workforce 
development and job training, research and development 
tax credits, reducing regulations, aid for small businesses, 
affordable housing, and property tax relief. 

While many themes were similar to years past, other areas 
received additional emphasis this year, most notably the 
need to address drug abuse. Many governors discussed the 
opioid and heroin crisis in their state and proposed solutions 
such as increased access to treatment, additional law 
enforcement, changes in how drug charges are prosecuted, 
and limiting the availability of prescription opiates. Other 
areas specifically focused on in this year’s addresses include 
juvenile justice reforms, increased funding and treatment 
options for people with mental illnesses and developmental 
disabilities, foster care reform, water management, and 
rural initiatives in areas such as job creation and the 
recruitment of teachers. Finally, as noted above, while 
most states continue to see revenue growth and budgetary 
improvements, some states this year are facing significant 
fiscal difficulties. Several governors proposed solutions such 
as spending cuts, tax increases, changes to tax credits, and 
using reserves due to declining revenue from oil, natural gas, 
and coal. Additionally, governors in states facing structural 
imbalances recommended actions focused on the drivers of 
long-term unfunded obligations, avoiding one-time fixes, 
prioritizing core services, and addressing both the spending 
and revenue side.

Below are state-by-state summaries of State of the State 
addresses with links to the speeches. Additionally, click here 
to access governors’ proposed budgets for fiscal 2017.

If you would like additional information please contact 
Brian Sigritz at 202-624-8439.
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http://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/2016/02/2016-state-state-address-2/
http://gov.alaska.gov/Walker/press-room/full-press-release.html?pr=7359
http://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2016/01/arizona-state-state-address
https://www.gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=19280
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/news/gov-hickenlooper-delivers-annual-state-state-address
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http://portal.ct.gov/Departments_and_Agencies/Office_of_the_Governor/Press_Room/Speeches/Governor_Dannel_P__Malloy_s_2016_State_of_the_State_Address/
http://governor.delaware.gov/speeches/2016StateOfTheState/index.shtml
http://thefloridachannel.org/videos/11216-state-state-address-governor-rick-scott/
http://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2016-01-13/deal-%E2%80%98ocean-opportunity-lies-ahead-georgia%E2%80%99s-ship-state
http://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/governors-office-news-release-governor-iges-state-of-the-state-address/
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http://www.gov.idaho.gov/mediacenter/speeches/sp_2016/SOS_FY2017.pdf
http://www3.illinois.gov/PressReleases/ShowPressRelease.cfm?SubjectID=2&RecNum=13470
http://www.in.gov/gov/2016stateofstate.htm
https://governor.iowa.gov/2016/01/gov-branstad-delivers-the-2016-condition-of-the-state-address-to-the-iowa-general-assembly
http://www.governor.ks.gov/media-room/media-releases/2016/01/13/2016-state-of-the-state---january-12-2016
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https://www.ket.org/content/uploads/2016/01/Gov.-Matt-Bevin-2016-SOTC-Budget-Address-Transcript-01.26.16.pdf
http://gov.louisiana.gov/news/gov-edwards-special-address-to-the-state
http://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/attach.php?id=669201&an=1
http://governor.maryland.gov/2016/02/03/2016-state-of-the-state-address/


 

   6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mass.gov/governor/press-office/press-releases/fy2016/gov-baker-delivers-state-of-the-commonwealth-address.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/snyder/2016_Michigan_State_of_the_State_Transcript_511676_7.pdf
http://www.clarionledger.com/story/news/politics/2016/01/26/bryant-state-address/79365108/
http://governor.mo.gov/news/speeches/2016-state-state-address
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https://governor.nebraska.gov/press/governor-ricketts-state-state-address
http://governor.nh.gov/media/speeches/state-of-state-2016.htm
http://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/552016/approved/20160112b.html
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http://www.governor.state.nm.us/uploads/PressRelease/191a415014634aa89604e0b4790e4768/Governor_Susana_Martinez_Delivers_State_of_the_State_Address_2016.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-transcript-built-lead-governor-cuomos-2016-state-state-and-budget-address
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https://www.ok.gov/governor/documents/2-1-16%20State%20of%20the%20State%20Address.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/governor-wolfs-2016-2017-budget-address/
http://www.governor.ri.gov/newsroom/speeches/2015/Budget_Address.php
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http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20160120/PC1603/160129900/1031/full-text-gov-nikki-haley-x2019-s-2016-state-of-the-state-address
http://sd.gov/governor/docs/2016%20State%20of%20the%20State.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/governor/attachments/2016_State_of_the_State.pdf
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http://www.utah.gov/governor/docs/stateofstate/2016StateoftheStateAddress.pdf
http://governor.vermont.gov/node/2597
https://governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/newsarticle?articleId=13920
http://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/speeches/2016_StateOfTheState.pdf
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http://www.governor.wv.gov/media/pressreleases/2016/Documents/WEBSITE%20COPY.pdf
http://walker.wi.gov/newsroom/press-release/governor-scott-walkers-2016-state-state-address
https://www.youtube.com/embed/lHDB8WlzIDc
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